Pastor Harriette J. Portrum
January 25, 1937 - April 29, 2018

On April 29 2018, surrounded by her family Pastor Harriette J. Portrum closed her eyes
here on earth and opened them in Paradise. She was born the 7th of 10 children to
Edward and Hester Gant on January 25. 1937 in Chicago, Illinois.
In 1956, Harriette met and married Ralph Nabors, and to this union five children were
born: Robert (Missy), Victoria, Gregory, Camille and Karen (Charles).
In 1983, Harriette met and married William (Bill) Portrum creating a blended family with his
children Faith, Sylvia (Richard), Phillip (Cindy) and Ralph. In 1991, she became the Pastor
of Grace Temple Community Church until she retired in 2017. Harriette has been a staple
to the community over the past 34 years. She spent her time making baked goods with
her husband, mentoring the youth as well as helping those in need.
Harriette loved to serve others as much as she loved to serve the Lord! She served on the
board of Allegan County as Chaplain and served with the county jail prison ministry. She
and Bill often filled their van with bread donated to her from The Hostess Bread Company
and Nestle Water Company and many other commodities to pass out to the needy on
Saturdays.
As a Pastor she was a motivational speaker, a prayer warrior, preacher and mentor. She
also received a civic award from the County of Allegan.
She is preceded in death by her husband, William “Bill” Portrum; her son, Robert; her
parents; Edward and Hester Gant; 7 of her siblings: Leonard, Charles, Edward, Mary,
Richard, Harold (her twin brother) and Carl.
Along with her children, Harriette leaves to cherish her memory, two remaining siblings,
Mildred (Angus) and Betty (Monroe); 32 grandchildren and a host of great grandchildren,
cousins, nieces, nephews and a very special nurse and friend, Linda Cook.

She will be greatly missed by her family friends and her Grace Temple Community Church
Family.
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A Homegoing Celebration

11:00AM

Greater Grace Temple
430 Robson Street, Allegan, MI, US, 49010

Comments

“

Jessie Lowery lit a candle in memory of Pastor Harriette J. Portrum

Jessie Lowery - May 07, 2018 at 04:26 PM

“

Through out a person's life if they get blessed to have a friend that is always there for
you, Harriette was that kind of friend to me. I knew she was there for me and I was
here for her. Physically these past few years it has been hard for me to get around
and I wish I could have spent so much more time with her. But we always told each
other if we can't get the time here we will have plenty of time in heaven. I am so sorry
for your loss and you are all in my prayers. You were blessed with a wonderful
mother. Marty Jo Fleser

Marty Jo Fleser - May 04, 2018 at 11:37 PM

