Dr. Dock Alexander Boyd,
Ph.D

October 5, 1939 - October 25, 2011

Dr. Dock Alexander Boyd, Ph.D passed away peacefully on Tuesday, October
25, 2011 at Borgess Medical Center in Kalamazoo, Michigan with his family by
his side. Dr. Boyd moved to Kalamazoo, MI after retiring from the Newark
Public Library in Newark, NJ in 2004. Dr. Boyd was born on October 5, 1939
in Williston, South Carolina to Alexander and Octoria Boyd. He was the first
born of seven children. Dr. Boyd served our country in the United States Air
Force for three years. Upon his Honorable discharge, he attended and
graduated from the University of lllinois, Urban, IL with his Bachelor of Arts in
the Teaching of English. Dr. Boyd received his Master's Degree in Library
Science from the University of lllinois, Urban, IL in 1968 and his Doctorate
from Rutgers University's School of Communications, Information and Library
Science in 1980. Dr. Boyd was an Associate Professor at the University of
Alabama. He also was the Editor for the Guide to Multicultural Resources,
published by Highsmith Press. Dr. Boyd was the Assistant Commisioner for
Planning and Development at the Chicago Public Library from 1984 until
1988. In November 1988, Dr. Boyd became the director of the Newark Public
Library until his retirement in 2004. Dr. Boyd served as a member of the
Schomburg Corporation Board. Dr. Boyd is a Past-President of the Black
Caucus of the American Library Association and a Past-President of the New
Jersey Library Association. Dr. Boyd founded the Black Caucus of the
American Library Association of Literary Award. Dr. Boyd was on the Advisory
Council of the New Jersey Center for the Book and was appointed by Mayor



Sharpe James to co-chair the Special Events Committee for the New Jersey
Performing Arts Center. Dr. Boyd served on the Executive Board of Essex-
Husdon Regional Library Cooperative, the Executive Board of Infolink, the
Eastern New Jersey Regional Library Corporation, the Library Network
Review Board and the Search Committee for the Selection of the State
Librarian. Dr. Boyd was a member of the Public Library Association, Urban
League and NAACP. Dr. Boyd was preceded in death by his mother Octoria
Milligan; and one sister Helen Ludeane Williams. Dr. Boyd leaves to cherish
his memory, his father Alexander Boyd; Three sisters, Katherine Ross
(James) Scott, Creola (John-deceased) Buchanan of Kalamazoo, Barbara
Ann (Charles-deceased) Windgate of East EImhurst, New York; two brothers,
Stanley and Tyrone Boyd of Brooklyn, New York and a host of nieces,
nephews, grand nieces, grand nephews, great-grand nieces, great-grand
nephews and friends.



Cemetery Details

11:00 A.M. GRAVESIDE SERVICES, FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2011 AT
RIVERSIDE CEMEMTERY, KALAMAZOO, Mi

KALAMAZOO, MI
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Dr. Dock Alexander Boyd, Ph.D

October 23, 2023 at 06:06 AM

Dr. Dock Alexander Boyd, Ph.D

October 06, 2023 at 10:42 AM

As President of BCALA from 1992-1994, Dr. Boyd moved the
organization forward with an enthusiasm and spirit rarely equaled by
his peers. Beyond the presidency, he continued to be a mover and
Shaker in librarianship. | remember one occasion at the end of our
first national conference in Columbus, Ohio, where Alex quickly
influenced and led BCALA’s Executive Board and committee chairs
to commit to a second national conference, because he immediately
understood the impact of the first conference. This is just one of
many situations where Alex’s commitment and drive was
demonstrated so effortlessly by him and agreed with so cheerfully
by others.

Though we have missed him over the years, since his retirement,
we will certainly now miss him even more. | am sure many of us
have fond memories of him. BCALA is indebted to Dr. Boyd for his
work on behalf of the Caucus and we are grateful to his family for
sharing him with us through the years. Our condolences and
prayers go out to his family and friends during this difficult time.
Also, may we as a BCALA family remember Alex, his smile, and his
style in a place in our hearts where the good things live.

Jos N. Holman

Jos N. Holman - November 25, 2011 at 10:52 AM



