
Mother Lucille Lipsey
Crawford
June 16, 1919 - May 8, 2010

THE SPIRITUAL JOURNEY OF MOTHER LUCILLE LIPSEY CRAWFORD 
Mother Lucille Lipsey Crawford, 90, of Kalamazoo, Michigan, departed this
earthly life suddenly and peacefully on Saturday, May 8, 2010, surrounded by
her loving children and family at Borgess Medical Center. She was born to the
late Dessie Mae and Rev. Thomas Lipsey, on June 16, 1919 in Houston,
Mississippi. She accepted Christ under the pastorate of her father, Rev.
Thomas Lipsey at Wesley Chapel CME Church, Chickasaw, MS. Lucille
graduated from Chickasaw County High School in Houston, MS, and shortly
after graduation, she begin teaching in Houston High School. In 1940, she
was united in marriage to Tommie Lee Crawford and to this union seven
children were born: Christine, Tommy Lavelle, Bobette, Derrick, Gerald
Joseph, Michael Kevin and Bruce Wayne Crawford. In 1946 Mother Crawford
arrived in Kalamazoo, MI from Mississippi with her husband Tommy Lee
Crawford and children and performed day work in private homes for several
years. During the day in those years Mother Crawford was very domesticated
and trained her daughter, Bobette, to do day work along with her beginning at
the age of 9. By the age of 12, Bobette could iron, wash clothes, mop floors,
and clean two homes on the weekend with little supervision. In 1950 Mother
Crawford enrolled in a nursing program and studied to become a Practical
Nurse. In 1954 she graduated from Bronson Methodist Hospital as a Licensed
Practical Nurse. She worked at Borgess Hospital for 16 years and went back
to school and acquired a degree in Psychiatric Nursing and transferred to the



Kalamazoo State Hospital retiring in 1980. Mother Crawford was selected by
the Kalamazoo Chapter of the State Association to represent the group when
members of the group met with then Governor William Milliken and legislative
representatives on May 1, 1980. At that time, she had logged 26 years of
nursing service into the community. When she retired from the State Hospital,
Mother Crawford, immersed herself in her love for gardening, canning and
freezing vegetables and quilting, and would teach anyone who wanted to
learn those ‘lost arts.’ Mother Crawford’s belief was… “If I can purchase it in
the grocery store, I can preserve it at home, and save that money;” and that
she did”! Mother Crawford’s spiritual life involved serving as Director of the
youth in the YPD, the Jr. Missionaries, singing in the Bethany Choir at Allen
Chapel, and was a faithful servant leader as a Choir Mother for the Youth
Choir, Stewardess Board, and was concentrated as a Deaconess in 2000 by
Bishop Philip R. Cousin. She acquired a love for the Women’s Missionary
Society and served in various leadership capacities on the local and area
levels. In 1999, Mother Crawford received the Torch Lighters Stole, from the
Michigan Conference Women’s Missionary Society; having served 25 years in
the mission field and lighting the path for other women to follow. In 2002
Mother Crawford transferred her membership to Fresh Fire AME Church and
was the first Charter and oldest member of the church. She supported her
daughter and Pastor, The Rev. Bobette Hampton, by traveling with her to all of
her preaching engagements in Kalamazoo, Detroit and Chicago, IL. Mother
Crawford was fiercely independent and drove her 2001 Chevy truck, like
‘Driving Ms. Daisy’, all around town. She was a ‘survivor’ amongst all
‘survivors’, having conquered breast cancer four times and colon cancer one
time; never submitting to chemotherapy or radiation after surgery. Mother
Crawford’s belief was in God and holistic health. She would say, “When God is
ready for me, I’ll be ready.” Though small in height, she was a ‘giant’ in her
community service and love for others. Her life was full of community service
and varied. It included volunteer service with Hospice, the Ecumenical Center,
N.A.A.C.P., Northside Neighborhood Watch, State of Michigan Nurses



Organization, and a Civil Rights Advocate. Mother Crawford was an advocate
for Child Evangelism. It was not unusual to hear her say… “We’ve got to
witness to our children, they are the church of today.” “If we can save our
youth the world would be a better place in which to live.” She was one of the
marchers against the Van Avery Drugstore for discrimination against African
Americans in 1961-1962. In 2008, she was presented with The Congressman
Fred Upton Award for Community Service, presented to her by The Rev. Dr. J.
Louis Felton, Pastor of Galilee Baptist Church and then President of the
Northside Ministerial Alliance. Mother Crawford is survived by her daughter,
The Rev. Bobette (Evangelist John) Hampton, Derrick, Michael Kevin and
Bruce Wayne Crawford, two sisters, Arstillure Tubbs, and Bessie Mae
Jennings, four brothers, Ira Lee, Chester B. in Houlka and Ponitoc,
Mississippi, Thomas and Columbus Lipsey all of Kalamazoo, MI. She is
survived by 14 grandchildren, 21 great-grandchildren and 14 great-great
grand children; along with a host of nieces, nephews, great nieces, great
nephews, great-great nieces, great-great nephews, cousins, and friends.
Mother Crawford was predeceased by her parents Dessie and Rev. Thomas
Lipsey, husband, Tommie Lee Crawford, children, Christine, Gerald Joseph,
and Tommy Lavelle Crawford, brothers, George Willie Lipsey, Sr. Aughtery
Lipsey, step-sister, Hendrene Enoch, and sister-in-law, Dezzie Lipsey.



Previous Events

Service

MAY 14. 7:00 PM (ET)

Fresh Fire AME Church
2508 Gull Road
Kalamazoo, MI

Service

MAY 15. 11:00 AM (ET)

Fresh Fire AME Church
2508 Gull Road
Kalamazoo, MI
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Harper Funeral Home - May 08, 2010 at 12:00 AM

Harper Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in memory of Mother
Lucille Lipsey Crawford

October 23, 2023 at 06:06 AM

Mother Lucille Lipsey Crawford

October 06, 2023 at 10:42 AM

Mother Lucille Lipsey Crawford
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May 24, 2010 at 06:20 AM

May 24, 2010 6: 11 A. M. Dearest Reverend Bobette Hampton and
Family: 
 
It is with profound sorrow that I just learned of the passing of your
mother, Mrs. Crawford. I feel that I was truly blessed to have shared
time with her in Bible Study and to witness her Prayer at the
Investiture of Judge Alexander Lipsey, your first Cousin. I will share
with you what someone shared with me in Nashville at 19 years of
age, "You have a rich heritage to live up to." God has granted you
and your husband a blessing in the vision of the ministry which you
are carrying out each day. I am grateful to God that among my
richest blessings was to truly know the spiritual depth and beauty of
your mother. May God continue to bless you and your Family as
you continue to inspire this community with your vision that it is He,
not we ourselves who are strong enough to carry the burden which
he has given us. Although I have tried to come to your Church on
Wednesday as planned for Bible Study, I still look forward to you
and perhaps, if God wills perhaps I may help in some way with the
children's Bible Study this summer. May you continue to keep your
hand in that of God.##imported-begin##AMERICA ELIZABETH
NELSON##imported-end##

May 16, 2010 at 06:48 PM

We regret we could not be at the memorial service, due to a
mandatory commitment in Ohio. You are in our prayers.##imported-
begin##Patricia and Romeo Phillips##imported-end##

May 14, 2010 at 03:38 PM

Will mess you my grandmother will see you when I get
there.##imported-begin##Mr. Mrs.Darran D.Smith##imported-end##
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May 14, 2010 at 09:55 AM

Bruce, your mom was a great lady and lived a long life. Our
thoughts are with you and your family.##imported-begin##Brian &
Darlene Root##imported-end##

May 13, 2010 at 11:48 AM

Dear Cousins Bobette & Johnny and the entire
Crawford/Lipsey/Hampton/Fresh Fire & Allen Families: 
 
Please know that Mother Crawford's presence and wisdom will be
greatly missed in this community, of which she was certainly a pillar
and a backbone. 
She also had that quality of though she was growing older in
chronological years, she stayed current, up-to-date and in the know.
 
We are also grateful for her support of our former business, The
Robinson Collection. Mother Crawford will never be forgotten.
Kalamazoo has lost one of its Soldier-Warriors.##imported-
begin##Howard & Robyn Robinson##imported-end##
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May 13, 2010 at 10:02 AM

Dear Bobette, 
 
Please know that I am in prayer for you and your family during this
difficult time. Your mom was very special and unforgettable. Her
smile always warmed my heart whenever I'd see her. Your loss is
certainly a gift to God. She's free now and we know that Heaven's
doors opened right up for her. Peace and blessings to you. 
 
Sincerely, 
Cal Street##imported-begin##Cal Street##imported-end##

May 12, 2010 at 09:38 PM

Dear Bobette and Family, 
 
We we sad to learn about the passing of your mother. Know that
you are in our thoughts and prayers. 
 
God Bless You 
 
Ollie and Toni Barnes##imported-begin##Ollie & Toni
Barnes##imported-end##
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May 12, 2010 at 04:40 PM

Rev. Bobette and Family: 
 
Earth has no sorrow that heaven cannot heal." 
 
On behalf of the Pastor, Steward Board and Members of Vinson
Chapel African Methodist Episcopal Church, we extend our heart
felt condolences to you and your family in the Homegoing
Celebration of your mother. We know she is safe in the arms of
Jesus. 
 
"Our prayers are with you at this difficult time. 
 
Rev. Arnita M. Traylor, Pastor 
22478 Quinn Rd 
Clinton Twp. MI 48035 
586.792.2130##imported-begin##Reverend Arnita M. Traylor,
Vinson Chapel AME Church##imported-end##


